
3 Florida Constitutional 
Amendments on the November Ballot

An overflowing mailbox of 
candidate mailers and an 
endless loop of political TV 
ads can only mean one thing... 
election season is in full swing! 
While there are several races of 
note in the upcoming General 
Election, not just at the federal 

and state level but also here in our own Tallahassee-Leon 
County backyard, I wanted to highlight the three proposed 
Constitutional Amendments that you will see on your 
ballot. Many voters overlook these until they are reading 
them and trying to understand them in the voting booth. 
This may be how our state constitution ended up with 
pregnant pigs and bullet trains.

The Florida Legislature added the three amendments you 
will see on your ballot. Under Section 1 of Article XI, the 
Florida Constitution says that the Florida State Legislature 
can put a proposed amendment on the ballot if 60% or 
more of the legislators in each chamber agree to do so in 
a joint resolution. The amendments on this year’s general 
election ballot were passed by the Legislature during the 
2021 and 2022 legislative sessions. A reminder that in order 
to pass on Election Day a constitutional amendment must 
have at least 60% of the voters approve it.

Amendment 1—Limitation on the Assessment of Real 
Property Used for Residential Purposes

This amendment would authorize the state legislature 
to pass laws prohibiting flood resistance improvements 
from being taken into consideration when determining a 
property’s assessed value for property tax purposes. The 
amendment would be effective January 1, 2023.                                                     

This is an effort to incentivize homeowners who are 
proactive and stormproof their homes for flooding. If 
passed, Floridians who prepare for flooding, rising sea 
levels, and natural disasters can do so without their 
property taxes increasing. Currently, these type of 
improvements to a home are taken into consideration when 
determining a property’s assessed value for property tax 

purposes. One detail to point out with this amendment: A 
“yes” votes means that the Legislature is authorized to pass 
laws that prohibit flood resistance improvements to a home 
from being taken into consideration when determining 
a property’s assessed value. Should this amendment 
pass, the Legislature would need to pass a general bill to 
implement it.

Amendment 2—Abolishing the Constitution Revision 
Commission

This is one of the more straightforward amendments to be 
on the ballot in a long time. If you want to get rid of the 
Constitution Revision Commission (CRC), then vote yes. If 
you want to keep the CRC, then vote no.

The CRC is a 37-member commission that convenes every 
20 years to review and propose changes to the Florida 
Constitution. The CRC refers constitutional amendments 
directly to the ballot for a public vote, which makes the 
commission unique amongst states. Florida is the only 
state with a commission that can refer constitutional 
amendments to the ballot. The CRC is set to next meet in 
2037.

The Legislature passed this amendment in 2021. Critics 
complained about the CRC process after the CRC in 2017 
referred eight amendments to the ballot for the November 
2018 election. Of the eight CRC amendments on the ballot, 
seven were involved in lawsuits alleging that they were 
composed of multiple subjects bundled into one or that 
the ballot language was inaccurate or misleading. Two of 
the amendments were removed from the November 2018 
ballot by court rulings.

Amendment 3—Additional Homestead Property 
Tax Exemption for Specified Critical Public Services 
Workforce

This last amendment would increase the homestead 
exemption for K–12 teachers, police officers, correctional 
officers, firefighters, emergency-medical technicians, 
paramedics, child-welfare services professionals, and 
active-duty members of the military and Florida National 
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Guard. Florida homeowners currently qualify for $25,000 
exemptions on their primary residences, but this proposal 
could increase the exemption by another $50,000. Proof 
of full-time qualifying employment annually would be 
required in order to receive the additional exemption. This 
amendment was passed by the Legislature during this past 
session and would take effect on January 1, 2023.

One detail to keep in mind when considering this 
amendment is that it was passed alongside the 
implementing bill, HB 1263, which will require the 
Legislature to appropriate about $3.8 million to fiscally 
constrained counties. Fiscally constrained counties are 
counties in a Rural Area of Opportunity or where a 1 mill 
levy would raise $5 million or less in annual tax revenue. 
There are currently 29 counties considered fiscally 
constrained in Florida.

Similar to Amendment 1, if approved, it would authorize 
the Legislature to pass a general bill to implement the 
additional homestead exemption.

Election Day Resources:

For more information on the rest of the general election 
ballot and races, you can visit the Leon County Supervisor 
of Elections website and its voter guide:

CLICK HERE for Voter Guide

Florida Bar Merit Retention Biographies:

CLICK HERE

Florida Bar Merit Retention Poll:

CLICK HERE

Voting Deadlines:

Early Voting | Monday, October 24 - Sunday, November 6.

Mail-In | Must request (to receive by mail) by 5 pm Saturday, 
October 29.  And must be received by the Supervisor of 
Elections by 7 pm on Election Day, November 8.

In-Person | Tuesday, November 8.

Marco T. Paredes, Jr. is a Shareholder and Director of 
Government Affairs with Stearns Weaver Miller where he 
formulates and executes legislative and executive branch 
strategies to achieve his client’s desired policy goals.

https://www.leonvotes.gov/Portals/Leon/Documents/General%20Information/PDFs/2022%20GEN%20Election%20Guide%20-%20FINAL%20-%20for%20web.pdf?ver=xER-rHLlNdxsdIrI0SWt8g%3d%3d
https://www.floridabar.org/public/faircts/votes010/2020-merit-retention-biographies/
https://www.floridabar.org/public/faircts/votes010/votes003/
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